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Student Council Gives Back

\( manna
food centfer

fighting hunger and feeding hope
In montgomery county

The Woodlin Student
Council, in collaboration

Holiday Book

This holiday bazaar was our
most successful December
event to date, thanks to
the many parents who
braved long lines so that
our students could share in
a night of fun and good
cheer.

Most Popular Title: Diary of
Wimpy Kid 4 - Dog Days

Most Popular Novelty:
Ice Cream Erasers

Particularly heartwarming
was the terrific
participation in the food
drive to benefit A Wider
Circle. Nathanial Alton was
the raffle winner and
selected the Time For Kids
2010 Almanac for Mrs.
Grant's class.

Elly Sullivan, Alice Witt, and
Jane Curtin deserve a
special shout-out for
cashier service above and
beyond the call of duty!
Brendan Witt was joined by
fellow Woodlin alum Alyssa
Adams, Nadia Raytselis,
Alexandra Seeman, Julia
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with the PTA Community
Service Committee, is
sponsoring a food and
warm winter clothing drive
through Dec. 11. Food
items will be donated to
Manna Food Bank and
clothing will be donated to
Shepherd’s Table, a
homeless shelter in Silver
Spring. We hope that you

December 2009

will please consider bring-
ing in items for donation.

Classroom representatives
will keep track of how
many food and clothing
items are brought in each
day. Student council
representatives will also be
in charge of bringing the

(cont. page. 6)

Fair Big Success

Madsen, Schuyler Cross,
and Gabe Schrier to
mention but a few of the
middle schoolers who
helped make the night a
success. Olivia Seeman
(Groftsky-1) carried the
Woodlin sfudent volunteer
flag with honor at her book
fair debut, while Mikaela
Greenwald (Jones-5) lead
the Ready, Seft, Spin Dreidel
demonstration, adding a
playful touch to the
evening. Elaine Adams

(Beeson-4) returned in her
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role as inventory consultant

and logistics generalist.

Extra thanks to our story
readers, Principal Sirgo,
Avery Beeson, and Bruce
Seeman! (Rocking chair
provided courtesy of Ms.
Beeson.)

See you at the Spring Book

Fair Family Event Thursday
April 22nd.

Happy Reading!
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“Kids are asked to
write down when
they see a peer do
something positive or

helpful.”

Thank you
Armands!

Armands donated $45O to

the Woodlin PTA for partici-
pating in another successful
Dining Out fundraiser last
month.

Thanks to Laurie Yankowski

for arranging it, and thanks to

all the families who choose to
dine in, carry out, or get
delivery and help our schooll

The owner commented,
"we've done a lot of
fundraising events and this
was the most successful
we've ever done!" Look for
another Dining Out
opportunity soon.
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Woodlin's Shining Stars

Woodlin's Guidance
Advisory Committee (GAC)
this fall introduced a new
program called Shining
Stars to encourage
students to recognize daily
positive behaviors by other
stfudents.

Kids are asked to write
down when they see a
peer do something positive
or helpful. The following is a
list of students recognized
in October and November
for helping others and/or
doing something positive

for the Woodlin community.

You can visit the Shining
Stars bulletin board near
the front office of the
school.

Kindergarten: Warren
Mouganda, Liam Little,
Maximillian Mables.

First grade: Mina Rohde,
Hannah Levy, Aisha Yumor, \
Bracklinn Williams, Lucy

Thomas, Youel Bayu, Liam —
Dimick, Douglas Meany,

Heaven McNeil, Alana

Knight, Jessie Felder,

Maddie Flannery, Nicholas

West, Eva Calvodoy,

Ishmael Alamin, Giovani
Andrade, Luca

Utterwulghe.

Meagan McWright, Ella
Savage, Jordan Burgess,
Meghan Plumart, Catherine
Edge, Carina Cain,

Stephanie Lichtenstein.
Second grade: Sachi

Sakaniwa, Karina Amaya,
Aaron Grice, Zoe
Abramson, Lilie Gonzalez,
Felix Obi, Teddy Beamer,
Jennifer Lopez.

Fourth grade: Colin Brown,
Aubrey Hobbs, Edward
Ortiz, Cullen Yankey.

Fifth grade: Gus, Jefferson
Badillo, Preston Kendall,

Third grade: Ahmya Taylor, Emma Polito, Tiwan Moore.

Levon Cooper, Luisa Da
Silva, Anthony Segovia,
Marley Sume, Karina

Amaya, Jessie Williams,

--Compiled by Shannon
Parkin, parent liasion to the
Guidance Advisory
Committee

Silent Auction Coming Soon

Mark your calendars for
one of Woodlin's most
cherished fradifions, the
winter festival and silent
auction. The date will be

February 21, 2010.

But we need your help
before then to make this
event successfull

Auction committee co-
chairs Adriana Niepa and

Jennifer Sawin need 15 to
20 volunteers to make
phone calls to past and
prospective donors fo se-
cure items for the auction.

froubleshoofting, scrap-
booking, house sitting, and
babysitting; and any other
items of value you can
come up with!

Remember, the more items
we secure for the auction,

the more money we make
for our studentsl!!

They also need Woodlin
families to start thinking
aboutitems they can
donate and other ways
they can help make this
important event a success.
Ideas for donations include
fickets fo sporting events,
symphonies, the theater,
and concerfs, use of vaca-
tion homes, gift certificates
fo local businesses, dona-
fion of services such as
accounting, computer

Please help make the
event a success and e-mail
us at woodlin.auction
@yahoo.com with your
contact information we will
be in touch shortly!

--Adriana Niepa and
Jennifer Sawin
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Membership Has Its Privileges

Hey Woodlin Community!

¢ Did you enjoy the drumming at Woodlin World Night?

e How about the great Movie Night Under the Stars?

e Does your child parficipate in one of the after school
Clubse

e Have you used the new Woodlin Directory?2

If you did, these are just some of the programs and events
brought to you by the Woodlin PTA.

And much more is planned. The Winter Festival and Auction
are just two events in the planning stages for 2010.

But in order to offer these programs and services, we need
you!

PTA membership dues are the basis for our PTA budget that
allows the PTA fo put on these kinds of events. These events

are part of what makes Woodlin a great community for our
families and students.

If you still have not joined the PTA, please consider joining. A
recent survey showed that the number one reason people
do not join their PTA is that they were never asked to join. We
are asking all Woodlin families to join as PTA members. It's
not too latel Membership dues are

just $10 a person each year.
And if you are already a
member—thank you for
your support!

. ft
sheila Maith. Chair Don’t forget the Spirit!
of Membership MONDAYS are

School Spirit Day.

Remind your kids to wear

Woodlin t-shirts or sweatshirts
or Woodlin’s blue and white!

Readers’
Lunch
Bunch

For the last two months, |
have had great funread-
ing to different groups of
third graders who ask to be
read fo during their lunch
fime. The studenfts get to
vote on which books they
want to hear each day.
One day several boys
chose fo stay 15 minutes
info their recess to hear me
finish reading a history of
Lewis and Clark. On
another day, the students
informed me that there
would be indoor recess
and one commented,
“That means we can be
read to all day.”

Just two weeks ago, | also
started a “Reader’s Lunch
Bunch” with five first grade
boys who were chosen by
their teachers. | read to

these boys twice a week.
They too have expressed
much excitementin hear-
ing books read o them.

| also read most days fo the
kindergarteners as they
stand in line fo wait fo enter
the school. When they see
me, they ask what stories |
have and then crowd
around me as | read.

I have listed below by
grade level some of the
books the students have
liked most. But | found it
surprising that even some
third graders liked to hear

the Poky Little Puppy and
The Little Engine that Could,

and Jan Payne; Edward
and the Pirates by David
Mcphail; The Sesame Street
Dictionary by Linda Hay-
ward; There's No Place Like

Space by Tish Rabe.

Third grade favorites: The
Great White House Break-
out by Helen Thomas and
Chip Bok; Thank You Sarah:
The Woman Who Saved
Thanksgiving by Laurie
Anderson; Adventures of
Riley series — Dolphin in
Danger by Amada Lumry;
House Mouse Senate
Mouse by Peter and Cheryl

from their younger days.

Kindergarten and first
grades favorites: We're
Different We're the Same —
Sesame Sireet by Bobbi
Kates; Hippo Goes Bananas
by Marjorie Murray; Have
you Filled a Bucket Today?
A Guide to Daily Happiness
for Kids by Caro McCloud;
Hippo-Not-amus by Tony

Barnes; Kindness is Cooler,
Mrs. Ruler by Margery
Cuyler; Lila the Fair by
Laura Driscoll; The Lewis
and Clark Expedition by
Jessica Gunderson.
Enjoyed by all: The Escape
Of Marvin the Ape and Dex
the Heart of a Hero by
Caralyn and Mark Buehner.

- Shannon Parker
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Copier training for parent volunteers
Please join Mrs. Bacon on Thursday, Dec. 17
at 10 am to learn how to use the
school's copier. Volunteers must be

é}\t) Cﬁ} trained in order to use the copier.
ST
Q—mx

-- Alice Stephens

COME TO THE NEXT
PTA MEETING
TUES., JANUARY 5
6-6:30PM PIZZA & DRINKS
6:30-8PM MEETING

SEE ¥OU THERE!
03

Packets went home a
couple of weeks ago.
Please review and register
your child by Friday, Dec.
11.

The PTA has a great line up
of winter after school clubs
that begin Jan. 5 and end

Feb. 25.

New this year: Recycle Art

Reminder: Please
remember to include a
check (made payable to
the correct payee)

with your child's completed

Old favorites: Create Arts,
Chess, Culinary Kids,
Fencing, Mystery Academy
Magic, Mad Science, and
Spanish.
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Welcome to NAACP

Corner

Each public schoolin
Montgomery County has a
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP)
representative to represent
the school. Rodney Keller is
this year’'s NAACP
representative for Woodlin.

As the NAACP
representative, Mr. Keller
aims to uphold the purpose
of the Montgomery County
Branch of the NAACP,
which is to improve the
political, educational,
social, and economic
status of minority groups; to
eliminate racial prejudice;
to keep the public aware
of the adverse effects of
racial discrimination; and to
take lawful action to secure
ifs elimination; consistent

registration form, or your
child will be unable to
participate in the club.

Questions about clubs?
Please contact the
following coordinators:

Just for Fun:
Chris Scanlon -
cmscanlon@rcn.com

with the efforts of the
national organization and
in conformity with the
Articles of Incorporation of
the Association, its
Constitution and Bylaws
and as directed by the
National Board of Directors.

Please tune in to the
NAACP CORNER fto find:

e importantissues

e news updates

e arficles

e helpful resources

e evenfsin the community

If you have any
information, resources or
interesting arficles that you
would like to postin the
NAACP CORNER, please
contact Mr. Keller via email
af
rodneykeller@verizon.neft.

Sign up now for
Winter Clubs

Mad Science:
Krista Middlebrooks -
kmiddlebrooks@verizon.net

Foreign Language:
Sarah Osbourne -
seggie2009@gmail.com



mailto:cmscanlon@rcn.com
mailto:kmiddlebrooks@verizon.net
mailto:seggie2009@gmail.com
mailto:rodneykeller@verizon.net
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Principal’s Corner

On my nightstand | currently have a copy of NutureShifgiou have not yet heard of this
book by Po Bronson and Ashley Merriman, | encourage you to check it out. | tend to r¢
things that challenge my thinking or demonstrate innovation in the world of education a
child rearing. This book covers a ranféopics and causes the reader to begin to think
about child development in a contrary way to many current practices.

[ KILJGSNI m Aa
printed by New York Magazine in Februa@@7. | have extracted elements below for you

reflection.

What do we make of a boy
like Thomas? Since Thomas
could walk, he has heard
constantly that he's smart.
Not just from his parents but
from any adult who has
come in contact with this
precocious child. On IQ
tests, Thomas didn’t just
score in the fop one
percent. He scored in the
fop one percent of the top
one percent. But as
Thomas has progressed
through school, this self-
awareness that he's smart
hasn't always franslated
info fearless confidence
when atftacking his
schoolwork. Thomas didn’t
want to fry things he
wouldn't be successful af,
his father says. Some things
came very quickly to him,
but when they didn't, he
gave up almost
immediately, concluding,
I'm not good at this."IWith
no more than a glance,
Thomas was dividing the
world info two things he
was naturally good at and
things he wasn't. Why does
this child, who is
measurably at the very top
of the charts, lack
confidence about his
ability to tackle routine
school challenges?

Thomas is not alone. For a
few decades, it's been

GAlf SRZ

noted that a large
percentage of all gifted
students (those who score in
the top 10 percent on
apfitude tests) severely
underestimate their own
abilities. Those afflicted with
this lack of perceived
competence adopt lower
standards for success and
expect less of themselves.
They underrate the
importance of effort, and
they overrate how much
help they need from a
parent.

When parents praise their
children’s infelligence, they
believe they are providing
the solution to this problem.
According fo a survey
conducted by Columbia
University, 85 percent of
American parenfs think it's
important to tell their kids
that they're smart.

Everyone does it, habitually.

The constant praise is meant
fo be an angel on the
shoulder, ensuring that
children do not sell their
talents short.

But a growing body of
research and a new study
from the trenches of the
New York public-school
system strongly suggests it
might be the other way
around.

¢ KS
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Principal Sarah Sirgo

Giving kids the label of
smart does not prevent
them from under-
performing. It might
actually be causing it. For
the past ten years,
psychologist Carol Dweck
studied the effect of praise
on students in a dozen New
York schools. Dweck sent
four female research
assistants info New York
fifth-grade classrooms. The
researchers would take a
single child out of the
classroom for a nonverbal
IQ test consisting of a series
of puzzles, puzzles easy
enough that all the children
would do fairly well. Once
the child finished the test,
the researchers fold each
student his score, then
gave him a single line of
praise. Randomly divided
info groups, some were
praised for their
infeligence. They were
fold, “You must be smart at
this.” Other students were
praised for their effort: “You
must have worked really
hard.” Why just a single line
of praise? "We wanted to
see how sensitive children
were,” Dweck explained.
“"We had a hunch that one
line might be enough o
see an effect.”

“A large percentage
of all gifted students
severely under-
estimate their own

abilities.”

--NurtureShock

(cont. on page 7)
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Chris Rutledge
PTA President

“While it is hard to
come home after
work and take on
another project, the
reward of being part
of our daughters'
education and
advancement

makes it worthwhile.”

President’s Message

As we enter December
and the holiday season,
the PTA Board would like to
thank everyone who makes
possible all of our wonderful
activities and events. The
Scholastic Book Fair, Fun
Fridays, After School Clubs
and International Night all
demonstrate the
commitment of Woodlin
families to building not just
a school, but an engaged
and supportive community.

Of course, the holiday
season also gives us a
chance to recognize the
diverse fraditions and
beliefs of our neighbors,
and share a bit of our own
with them. The Woodlin PTA
is fortunate to be made up
of parents, caregivers and
children of diverse faiths,
national backgrounds,
races and orienfations.
Woodlin families and PTA
members look like Silver
Spring. like Maryland, and
like America at large.

This is not the case all over,
and was not even the case
at Woodlin in the past. It is
thanks fo the determination
of the thoughtful and

caring families that came
before us, and their com-
mitment to large-scale par-
ficipation and diversity that
we look like we do today.

The Woodlin PTA is grad-
vally growing more reflec-
tive of gender diversity as
well. It is noteworthy that as
| write this, the National PTA
President, Maryland State
PTA President-elect and
Woodlin PTA presidents are
all men. The Woodlin PTA
board even features three
dads.

| am often asked why | got
involved in the PTA as a
dad. Truthfully, the question
should be why our family as
a whole gotinvolved. While
itis hard fo come home
after work and take on
another project, the reward
of being part of our daugh-
ters' education and
advancement makes it
worthwhile. It helped that
when our family started at
Woodlin three and a half
years ago, we were wel-
comed by fellow parents
and school staff that
shared our own belief in the
power of education, and

Student Council (cont.)

(cont. from page 1)

items to the media center
at the end of each week.
The class that brings in the
most items will get an exira
recess with the Woodlin
Wizard.

Please encourage students
to help out others, espec-
ially during this difficult
economic time!

lfems most needed at
Manna Food Bank: tuna
fish, canned fruits &
vegetables, shelf- >
stable milk, ‘
cereal, oat-
meal, rice,
pasta, beans,
canned tomato <
sauce, macaroni
and cheese,
soup, baby food,

£ Shepherds
) Table
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the value of community.
These are values that cross
allboundaries and are
shared by families of every
background. It was
heartening to see that,
working together, our
children, our family and our
new friends could thrive.

While we are proud of the
strides we have made to
be inclusive, we know we
have more we can do. To
the dads out there who
think PTA is just a moms'
group, let us prove you
wrong. Whether you join us
on Fun Fridays, or volunteer
at the Winter Festival or
Spring Fair, there is a place
for everyone. We'll put you
in tfouch with a couple of
great dads who can show
you how it's done!

If you have otherideas on
how we can make the PTA
more welcoming, and add
fo our diversity, please let
us know. The PTA is an open
door to our children's
school and future - please
come in and join us inside!

Happy Holidays!

Za

other canned meat and
fish, canned pasta and
peanut butter.

Shepherd’s table will
accept any new or
gently used winter
clothing in all sizes.

Thank you in
advance for your help!

A Community Center
for People in Need
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Principal’s Corner (cont.)

Then the students were
given a choice of test for
the second round. One
choice was a test that
would be more difficult
than the first, but the
researchers told the kids
that they'd learn a lot from
attempting the puzzles. The
other choice, Dweck’s
team explained, was an
easy test, just like the first.
Of those praised for their
effort, 90 percent chose the
harder set of puzzles. Of
those praised for their
infeligence, a majority
chose the easy test. The
“smart” kids took the cop-
out.

Why did this happen?
“When we praise children
for their intelligence,”
Dweck wrote in her study
summary, “we fell them
that this is the name of the
game: Look smart, don't
risk making mistakes.” And
that's what the fifth-graders
had done: They'd chosen
fo look smart and avoid the
risk of being embarrassed.
In a subsequentround,
none of the fifth-graders
had a choice. The test was
difficult, designed for kids
two years ahead of their
grade level. Predictably,
everyone failed. But again,
the two groups of children,
divided af random at the
study’s start, responded
differently. Those praised for
their effort on the first test
assumed they simply
hadn’t focused hard
enough on this fest. “They
got very involved, wiling to
fry every solution to the
puzzles,” Dweck recalled.
“Many of them remarked,
unprovoked, ‘This is my

favorite test.’f Not so for
those praised for their
smarts. They assumed their
failure was evidence that
they weren'treally smart at
all." Just watching them,
you could see the strain.
They were sweating and
miserable.”

Dweck had suspected that
praise could backfire, but
even she was surprised by
the magnitude of the
effect. Emphasizing effort
gives a child a variable that
they can conftrol, she
explains. They come fo see
themselves as in control of
their success. Emphasizing
natural intelligence takes it
out of the child’s control,
and it provides no good
recipe for responding to a
failure.

In follow-up interviews,
Dweck discovered that
those who think thatinnate
inteligence is the key to
success begin fo discount
the importance of effort. |
am smart, the kids’
reasoning goes; | don't
need fo put out effort.
Expending effort becomes
stigmatized; it's public
proof that you can't cut it
on your natural gifts.

By and large, the literature
on praise shows that it can
be a positive, moftivating
force. To be effective,
researchers have found,
praise needs to be specific.
Sincerity of praise is also
crucial. Just as we can sniff
out the tfrue meaning of a
backhanded compliment
or a disingenuous apology,
children, too, scrutinize
praise for hidden agendas.
When students transition

into junior high, some
who'd done wellin
elementary school
inevitably struggle in the
larger and more
demanding environment.
Those who equated their
earlier success with their
innate ability surmise
they've been dumb all
along. Their grades never
recover because the likely
key to their recovery --
increasing effort -- they
view as just further proof of
their failure. In inferviews
many confess they would
seriously consider cheating.

What would it mean to give
up praising our children so
often?

Offering praise has
become a sort of panacea
for the anxietfies of modern
parenting. Out of our
children’s lives from
breakfast fo dinner, we furn
it up a notch when we get
home. In those few hours
together, we want them to
hear the things we can’t
say during the day. We are
in your corner, we are here
for you, we believe in you.

As you consider ways to
celebrate and show praise
for your children, consider
giving feedback that
emphasizes the effective
effort they have
demonstrated. This is the
belief that “smart is
something you can get”
and is a key message that
will help us develop
capable and resilient
children.
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"Of those praised for
their effort, 90 percent
chose the harder set
of puzzles. Of those
praised for their
intelligence, a majority
chose the easy fest.
The “smart” kids took

the cop-out.”
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Woodlin PTA

c/o Woodlin Elementary
2101 Luzerne Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

President: Chris Rutledge
crnkar@yahoo.com
Vice President: Diana
Arrington

Secretary: Evita Smedley
Treasurer: Michael
Horowitz

The Wizards PTA News is
published 10 times per
year. Newsletter Editor:
Mary Boyle; Layout: April
Osajima

www.woodlinpta.org

PTA

everychild. onevoice”
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Dates to Remember Dates to Remember
1 No School—Holiday/Winter Break

5 PTA Meeting
18 No School—Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
25 No School—Professional Day for Teachers

17 Copier training
18 Fun Friday
24-31 No School—Holiday/Winter Break

It's not too early to think summer...

On January 14, 2010, the
Gifted and Talented
Association of Montgomery
County will host a summer
programs fair.

Lane, Rockville, will be held
from 7-8:30 pm.

The fair will feature summer
enrichment and job
opportunities. Children are
welcome. The snow date is
January 28.

The event at Cabin John
Middle School, at the Tilden
Holding Center, 6300 Tilden

Join the Woodlin PTA!
For the 2009-10 Year
Everyone must rejoin and pay dues every year!

The Woodlin PTA depends on your membership dues and donations to support our many programs, services,
and events. Membership fees are only $10 per person—a small investment toward making Woodlin a great
place for YOUR kids to learn and grow.

Parent/Guardian #1:

Parent/Guardian #2:

Student(s):

Teacher(s):

Telephone:

Emaiil:

A Please add my email address to the Woodlin PTA list servel

Total # of PTA members : X$10 = $
Additional tax deductible donation: $

Total enclosed:

$

Please return this form with cash or check (payable to “Woodlin PTA”) to school in your child’s backpack.
Address the envelope to “PTA Membership.” THANK YOU!


http://www.woodlinpta.org/

