
Holiday Book - tastic Bazaar!  

This is a time of 

year when many of 

us focus on giving 

and receiving gifts. And, I 

am reminded that a gift, 

especially in these tough 

economic times, need not 

cost money. Here are 

some gifts that you can 

give to Woodlin, now or 

any time of year: 

Give thanks: Thank 

a staff member, par-

ent, or volunteer for 

something theyôve 

done. It doesnôt have to 

be elaborateða simple 

note or verbal thank you 

goes a long way. 

Give greetings: If 

you see someone at 

school whom youôve 

never seen before, 

say hello or 

wish them 

happy holidays. 

Give 

help:  

Offer an-

other 

family a ride to 

a school event, 

or babysit so 

that they can 

go to a school function. 

Give a challenge: Sug-

gest to a neighbor or 

other parent that they 

might consider volun-

teering for a school event. 

As you can see, the 

spirit of giving may 

take many forms and I 

hope that you will con-

sider these opportunities 

during this holiday season.  

I also want to offer 

some special 

thanks of my own:  

We have had a wonderful 

month, and I want to thank 

the following volunteers:  

Monica Kerns, Jeannette 

OôConnor, and Eve Zim-

merman and for their spe-

cial teacher and staff ap-

preciation event; Alexis 

Ruffin and Evita Smedley for 

their leadership at the recent 

book fair; Krista Middlebrooks 

for stepping in to be the coor-

dinator for the Mad Science 

program; Chris Scanlon and 

Abbi Lichtenstein for putting 

together a great schedule of 

afterschool club offerings; and 

to Christine Sonnabend for 

her coordinating babysit- 
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Wow, the Woodlin com-

munity really knows how 

to have a fun time, with no 

shortage of good cheer on 

hand! There were long 

crowded lines and waits to 

match, at the December 2 

Holiday Book Bazaar, but 

the room buzzed with 

laughter and friendly chat-

ter. Everyone was a great 

sport. We had a terrific 

night of sales and were 

able to fund scholarship 

books, and, importantly 

qualify for spring 2009 

book fair vouchers for all 

grade level classrooms. 

   Again, thanks to all 

for a successful night 

supporting the book 

fair, with a special holi-

day ho-ho-ho to the 

folks who made The 

Scholastic Book Fair  

possible (See Ap-

plause! Applause! Ap-

plause! page 6). 

   Happy Reading! 

ðAlexis Ruffin and 

Evita Smedley  

Book Fair Co -chairs  
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, Jan 10 

Dance at 

Woodlin. 
6:30 to 

9:00 PM 

All Purpose Room 
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ting for various school functions.  

Speaking of babysitting, there will be 

some changes to the babysitting that 

we offer at PTA meetings. Unfortu-

nately, we have learned that our PTA insur-

ance policy does not provide coverage for 

gym activities, so the gym will not be open for 

PTA meetings the rest of the school year.  

Also, insurance rules require that all babysit-

ters must be high school students or older.  

We will be coming out with a new babysitter 

sign up policy in January, so stay tuned. 

The PTA is already planning some 

great events for the 2009. Our first PTA 

meeting of the New Year will be held on 

January 8, 2009.  Also, we are planning to 

kick off our celebration of Black History Month 

with a Legends of Motown Dance on Satur-

day, January, 10. And, this information hot off 

the press: the Board of Education has decided 

that schools will be closed on January 20 in 

observance of the Presidential Inauguration. 

Finally, I want to offer my sincere wishes to 

the entire Woodlin community for a happy, 

healthy, and joyful holiday season and New 

Year. 

ðLynne Yao 

We began our work with this provocative quote, 
òWe have run away from race for far too long. We are 

so afraid of inflaming the wound that we fail to deal 

with what remains Americaõs central social problem. 

We will never achieve racial healing if we do not con-

front each other, take risks, make ourselves vulner-

able, put pride aside, say all the things we are not 

supposed to say in mixed company ð in short, put on 

the table our fears, trepidations, wishes and hopes.ó  

~Harlan L. Dalton, author of Racial Healing 

Imagine a room with ten to fifteen Woodlin 

Elementary School (Woodlin ES)  families, 

teachers and administrators sitting in a circle. 

It's a truly diverse group of people. There are 

men and women, Blacks, Whites, Asians, 

Native Americans, and Latinos. They repre-

sent different religions and generations. 

   For six weeks, this small group of diverse 

people agree to meet each week with two 

trained facilitators who lead an in-depth dis-

cussion on racial and ethnic barriers to stu-

dent achievement at the school.   

   During their time together, they share sto-

riesðpassionate, sad, angry, and happy 

about their life in- and outside of Woodlin. 

They cry and argue and share fabulous pot 

luck dinners. Emotions are high. Some 

threaten to quit, but none do. They keep 

going. During that time, something special 

happens. This group of people begin to see 

people who are different from themselves 

through changed eyes. As they listen to 

each other's stories, they begin to under-

stand how a person of another race, gen-

der, religion, or age sees the world. They 

begin to get a glimpse of new possibilities 

and answers for more inclusive and more 

satisfying relationships within their 

neighborhoods and across communities. 

   ñThe Study Circle experience built a 

bridge toward the vision of a school commu-

nity that lives and breathes the ówhatever it 

takesô philosophy. The research tells us that 

parents and staff must work together, but 

there are barriers that prevent that partner-

ship from being effective. The process and 

discussions turned us from generic catego- 
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The Black History Month Celebra-

tion will kick -off a little earlier this 

year. The com-

mittee will spon-

sor the annual 

dance on Satur-

day, January 

10, 2009 from 

6:30pm to 

9:00pm in the All Purpose Room 

at Woodlin Elementary.  

   "The  Legends of 

Motown" is the 

theme for Black 

History Month and 

we have carried  

this theme over to 

the dance.  

   Many of you grew 

up on some of the 

classic Motown 

recording artists, like the 

Supremes, The Temptations, 

Stevie Wonder and Smokey 

Robinson. Mo-

town Records 

has influ-

enced the world 

with its innova-

tive music and 

has emerged as 

a cultural phenomenon.  

      Bring your family to the 

dance and we will have a spe-

cial treat in store for  everyone.  

Students who volunteer from all 

grade levels will participate in 

the "Legends of Motown Idol 

Performance" (a medley of Mo - 

(continued on page 4) 

Motown lives at Woodlin  

Legends of Motown  

Dance & Idol Performance  
Saturday, January 10, 2009 

6:30pm - 9:00pm  

Silent Auction Is Coming! 
The Silent Auction is one of the PTAôs big-

gest fundraisers and a big part of Woodlinôs 

fantastic Winter Festival. Mark you calendars 

for February 8, 2009 when a wide array of 

fabulous items will be awaiting your bid. 

   The Silent Auction coordinators need a 

team of dedicated volunteers to make 

follow-up calls to local business from 

whom we have solicited donations (early 

January) and lots of help the day of the 

event. 

   We also need the Woodlin community to 

make donations. Think what your family 

can offerðpet sitting services, the use of a 

vacation home, tickets to sporting eventsð

use your imagination! Then contact Lisa 

Alton about your donation. Itôs not too 

soon. 

   To offer your help, contact Lisa Tenley 

Alton at lisa@altoncreative.com or Chris 

Rutledge, crnkar@yahoo.com.  Wizards, 

we need YOU! 

ðLisa Alton, Silent Auction Coordinator 

Why Should I Care About Study Circles?  



A joint project by the Stateôs Attor-

neyôs Office, Montgomery County 

Department of Police and Mont-

gomery County Public Schools is 

dedicated to providing information 

to parents and students about 

Internet safety. The information 

below if from a new publication 

produced for families and avail-

able online at: 

http://www.montgomeryschools 

md.org/info/cybersafety/ 

Educating children about the Internet is the first 

step in ensuring they are safe online. Parents 

can improve Internet safety by setting family 

rules for using the Internet. The Montgomery 

County Public Schools supports Internet safety 

by using technology protection measures to ex-

amine the content of Internet sites and block 

inappropriate content. Parents also can set moni-

toring or blocking filters on home computers. 

However, only through partnerships between 

parents and children can safety be ensured. 

Cyber Bullying 

Cyber bullying is intentionally embarrassing, 

humiliating, threatening, or targeting an individual 

or group of people using e-mail, instant messag-

ing, social sites, blogs, mobile phones, or other 

technological methods. Cyber bullying comes in 

many forms, including the following: 

ǒFlamingð

sending angry, 

rude, or vulgar 

messages di-

rected at another 

person in private 

or in a public 

forum.  

ǒHarassmentð

repeatedly send-

ing a person 

offensive mes-

sages. 

ǒMasqueradeðpretending to be someone else 

and posting false information or placing another 

in danger. 

ǒOuting and trickeryðsending or posting sensi-

tive, private, or embarrassing material about a 

person. 

Contact police whenever cyberbullying involves 

death threats or other forms of violence to a 

person or property. Victims  may have a legal 

right to claim damages for defamation, invasion 

of privacy, or intentional infliction of emo-

tional distress. 

Parental Control Tools 

Restricting access to Web sites is an effec-

tive way to help keep kids safe on the Inter-

net. There are three places where you can 

find the tools to help you limit what your 

child can access while he or she is surfing. 

Internet Service Providers, such as Com-

cast and Verizon, offer a range of parental 

control features, often for free. Many Web brows-

ers, such as Microsoft Internet Explorer, have 

controls that you can adjust to enforce parental 

control rating sys-

tems. Blocking or 

filtering software, 

such as Cyber Patrol 

and CYBERsitter, 

are available at your local computer or retail store. 

Install this on your home computer. Parental filtering 

or blocking tools are very useful, but they are NOT 

100 percent effective. 

Warning Signs 

The FBI has listed several warning signs taken 

from actual investigations involving child victims. 

Signs include large amounts of time spent online, 

presence of porn, mysterious phone calls, receipt 

of unexplained gifts, hiding the computer screen 

as parents approach, and withdrawing from nor-

mal activities and social interaction. If there is a 

suspicion of any of those signs, consider the 

following steps: 

ǒTalk with your child about your suspicions. 

ǒReview what is on your childôs computer. If you 

donôt know how, seek advice from a knowledge-

able person. 

ǒUse the Caller ID service to determine who is 

contacting your child. 

ǒRemove the computer from your childôs bed-

room. 

ǒImmediately contact your local or state police, 

the FBI, or the National Center for Missing and 

Exploited Children, should an alarming event 

occur via the Internet. 

Tips for Parents 

ǒAlways supervise young children when they 

are on the Web. 

ǒLocate the computer in a central area. 

ǒHelp your children find information online. 

ǒMake computer use a family activityðget to 

know your childôs online and other friends. 
ǒDonôt allow children to give out personal infor-

mation, such as home address, phone number,  

(continued on page 4) 

Cyber Safety  

Winterfest Is 

Almost Here  
We are looking forward to our annual 

winter festival. We will again feature our 

used book/media sale and a used jewelry 

sale as well as new jewelry (just in time 

for Valentine's Day!) If you are cleaning 

out your books, movies and computer 

games, consider donating them to our 

sale. 

   In addition to the silent auction, we will 

have entertainment provided by Spinny 

Johnson, a former Harlem Globetrotter. 

Kids and adults will really enjoy this 

performance. There will be games, a craft 

room, a moonbounce, and 

food and drinks too! 

   This event "takes a village" in volunteer 

effort. Stay tuned to the listserve for more 

details and your chance to volunteer for 

an hour during this event. 

   For further details/questions, contact 

Jane Curtin at jane_curtin@yahoo.com.  

ðJane Curtin, 

Winter Festival Committee 
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PRINCIPALõS CORNER 

NEXT PTA  

Meeting  

 

Date: Thursday, 

January 8th 

Time: 6:00 Pizza 

 6:30 Meeting 

Place: Woodlin  

All Purpose Room 

SAVE THE DATE  

Woodlin's Winter Festival 

 

Sunday, February 8, 2-5pm 

Principal Sarah Sirgo 

NEW Night!  
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or school name. 

ǒDiscuss the difference between reliable 

and unreliable sources of information with 

your child. Remind children that everything 

they read on the Internet may not be real. 

ǒConsider rating, blocking, monitoring, 

and filtering applications for your computer. 

ǒSet reasonable rules regarding time of 

day, length of time, people with whom they 

may communicate, and appropriate areas 

for them to visit online. 

Students Internet use at school 

Students should report to teachers any 

inappropriate sites they may have ac-

cessed. Students should tell a teacher if 

someone on the Web asks to meet them 

face-to-face or sends inappropriate infor-

mation. MCPS has a Web security officer 

who assists students and parents with 

information on Internet safety, password 

protection, computer viruses, and privacy 

issues. Call 301-279-3669 on weekdays. 

Popular Internet Sites for Kids 

ǒMyspace.com. As a parent, create your 

own account and see what your children 

and their friends are posting. 

ǒFacebook.com. You must be ñinvitedò to 

join. College and high school students each 

have special meeting areas. 

ǒFriendster.com is similar to Myspace.com. 

ǒYouTube.com lets users upload, view, 

and share video clips. 

Motown lives  
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ǒminiclip.com and runescape.com are 

online gaming Web sites. 

E-mail and Chat Acronyms 

New language, acronyms, and slang are 

created daily on the Internet. 

Below are a few examples. 

ADN Any day now 

AFAIK As far as I know 

AFK  Away from keyboard 

A/s/l Age/sex/Location 

BAKB  Back at keyboard 

BBL Be back later 

BCNU  Iôll be seeing you 

BRB  Be right back 

CUOL  See you online 

DIKU  Do I know you? 

F2F Face to face 

g/f Girl friend 

GGOH  Gotta get outta here 

KIT  Keep in touch 

OL the old lady 

OM the old man 

P911 Parents are in the room 

POTS  Parents are looking over my 

shoulder 

SPST  Same place, same time 

SYL  See you later 

TAW  Teachers are watching 

TTYL  Talk to you later 

WTGP?  Want to go private? 

YBS Youôll be sorry 

ñSarah Sirgo 

Testing Date Change for Highly Gifted Programs 
 

The original testing date for the third grade students who had applied for 

elementary school highly gifted programs was to be January 20, 2009, 

but that date will be changed. 

   "This is to inform you that your school's testing date, originally sched-

uled for Jan. 20, 2009 is being rescheduled so that there is no conflict 

with Inauguration Day. We will be contacting you with the new date as 

soon as we have it. As mentioned earlier, letters will be mailed from 

DCCAPS directly to the homes of students who have applied, confirming 

the receipt of the application and letting them know the test date. 

   "We apologize for any inconvenience, but given the attention that the 

inauguration is drawing, we felt that January 20th would not be the most 

conducive for testing!" (DCCAPS is the Division of Consortia Choice and 

Application Program Services.  It is part of the MCPS Department of 

Enriched & Innovative Programs.)    

ðDiana Arrington, Gifted and Talented Liaison  

 

Cyber Safety  

Just a reminder to turn in your 

Snider's receipts to the PTA, and 

Sniderõs 

will do-

nate a 

portion 

of all re-

ceipts 

back to Woodlin! Simply put your 

dry, preferably uncrumpled, re-

ceipts in an envelope or baggie, 

paperclip, or whatever, and send 

in via backpack mail or drop in the 

box in the workroom near the main 

office. We'll be accepting 2008 re-

ceipts until early January, but turn-

ing yours in as you get them allows 

me to avoid a big crunch at the 

end.  

Thanks and Happy Holidays!  

ñApril Osajima,  
Sniderõs Coordinator 

SNIDERõs RECEIPTS DUE!  
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Songs and a skit) that will be per-

formed during the dance and again 

at Town Meetings during Black His-

tory Month. 

We'll also play 

age appropri-

ate music for 

Woodlin stu-

dents and 

snacks will 

also be provided.  

   Permission slips for students inter-

ested in participating in the 

"Legends of  Motown Idol Perform-

ance" will be sent via back pack mail 

soon. Rehearsals  will take place 

during recess at the end of Decem-

ber and beginning of  January.  

   For all those who graciously volun-

teered to participate on a Black His-

tory  Month Committee, check your 

e-mails this week for follow -up de-

tails on how  you can help.  

   Please feel free to contact Sabrina 

Thomas with any questions at 301 -

587-1159 or sthomas@ms2kplus.com.  

ñSabrina Thomas,  
Black History Month Coordinator  


