
Kindergarten Playdate Rocks!  

The school year is less than 

two months old, but the 

Woodlin PTA has been busy! 

We would like to send out our 

thanks for the work of so 

many volunteers. This month 

weôd especially like to  thank: 

ǒKarla Silvestre for her amaz-

ing job organizing events for 

Hispanic Heritage month in-

cluding; Spanish ñWord of the 

Day,ò all the events at Town 

Hall Meetings, and the won-

derful Sligo Middle School 

Spanish Dance Group who 

entertained us at the October 

PTA meeting. Muchas Gra-

cias!  

ǒShelly Duckett for her work 

organizing Dinner and Movie 

Night. The kids and families 

had a wonderful time watch-

ing ñBabe,ò eating popcorn, 

and relaxing to-

gether as a school 

community. Even 

the wet weather 

did not dampen 

our spirits that 

evening! 

ǒChris Scanlon, 

our After School 

Clubs organizer, 

for getting our fall session After 

School Clubs off to a great 

start! Thanks also to all the 

volunteers for the individual 

clubs including FLES-Carolyn 

Niles, Mad Science--Nancy 

Nerad, After School Clubs on-

site coordinatorðShelly 

Duckett, and our enrichment 

chair, Abbi Lichtenstein. We 

have a wonderful schedule of 

clubs lined up, and are always 

looking for new club ideas, so 

please contact the PTA 

for your ideas and sug-

gestions. 

ǒMary Press for her 

great work with the mem-

bership committee. We 

have over 205 PTA 

members enrolled, and 

itôs not too late to join. 

Visit the Woodlin website 

www.woodlinpta.org to get 

details and a membership 

form. Return the form via your 

childôs backpack. 

ǒJane Curtin and Vickie Ro-

cha, our Sally Foster team, for 

another great year leading this 

important fundraiser. We ex-

ceeded our fundraising goal 

this year! We are on our way to 

funding all the wonderful 

events planned for the year. 
(continued on page 2)  
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On Sep-

tember 

13th, the 

Woodlin 

PTA 

hosted its 

Kinder-

garten 

Playdate 

at Fairview Park. Chil-

dren from all five of the 

kindergarten classes 

came with their fami-

lies to enjoy the play-

ground, meet new 

friends, and kick-

off the school year. 

Parents had the 

opportunity to 

meet other parents 

from their child's 

class and everyone 

enjoyed some wa-

termelon on what 

was a hot day. 

ñJeannette O'Connor, 

Kindergarten Liaison 

Everyone had fun at the Kindergarten Playdate  



(continued from page 1) 

ǒLois Trojan, our PTA treasurer, for prepar-

ing this yearôs PTA budget. It was a difficult 

job to organize and develop the budget in 

such anxious financial times, but she and 

the budget team provided a comprehensive, 

easy to understand document. The budget 

was ratified during our October PTA meet-

ing. 

ǒLena Browne, for stepping up and volun-

teering to be our in-school volunteer coordi-

nator. She ran an informative session in our 

new Parent Resource Center.  

ǒYael Traum, our Sligo Middle School rep-

resentative, who organized our next PTA 

meeting on Nov. 5 (note this is a Wednes-

day night). Mr. Jeffrey Rhodes, the Principal 

at Sligo Middle School, will answer ques-

tions about Sligo. You will also learn about  

middle school options in the downcounty 

consortium.  

ǒLaurie Yankowski, for organizing our first 

dining out event of the yearðOctober 22, at 

Eggspectations in downtown Silver Spring. 

Come out, bring your family, have a great 

meal, and let them know you are a Woodlin 

family! Eggspectations will donate a portion 

of your bill directly to Woodlin!   

   As always, we can use a few good people 

to fill volunteer positions. We are looking for 

a committee chair to head the Health and 

Safety committee, an important position to 

the welfare of our kids. If you are interested 

contact me through the PTA website. Also, 

we need volunteers for many upcoming 

events including the Election Day Bake Sale 

(Nov. 4), the Help the Homeless Walkathon 

(Nov. 6), and International Night (Nov. 7). 

   On behalf of the PTA, we hope you have a 

safe and fun Halloween, and look forward to 

seeing you at our upcoming PTA events. Itôs 

never too late to get involved in PTAðweôd 

love to hear your comments and sugges-

tions and remember that we are working 

hard to benefit all of the children in our 

Woodlin community. 

ðLynne Yao 

 

 

On Friday September 26, Woodlin fami-

lies packed the gymnasium as they 

came out for Dinner and Movie night. 

   Fami-

lies pur-

chased 

dinner 

and 

some 

brought 

food 

from 

home. 

Then they sat 

on blankets, 

sleeping 

bags, pillows, 

chairs, and 

the floor and 

enjoyed 

watching the 

movie, 

ñBabe.ò  

   The 

Dinner 

and 

Movie 

also pro-

vided 

parents 

another 

opportunity to meet and greet other 

Woodlin parents and children.  

   The Friday night Dinner and Movie 

was a resounding hit! 

ðShelly Duckett 

Babe Brings Joy to Woodlin Families 
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Membership Committee Updates 

The Woodlin PTA has two mem-

ber raffle winners.  The Austin 

Grill gift card was won by Eric 

Johnson (Milesõs dad, Mrs. 

Sages' class). The Woodside 

Deli gift card winner was  Scott 

Adams (Elaineõs dad, Ms. 

Carterõs class). Congratulations 

to both winners! 

 
There is still time to join the 

PTA! Everyone must rejoin and 

pay dues every year! 
Our membership drive ends at 

the end of November, so 

please be sure to join ASAP!  

 
The Woodlin PTA depends on 

your membership dues and 

donations to support our many 

programs.  PTA dues help fund   

after-school clubs, tutoring, 

science programs, the foreign 

language program (FLES), spe-

cial grade-level activities, student 

directory, newsletter, supplemen-

tary breakfast and lunch meals 

for kids in need, dinner and baby-

sitting during PTA meetings, and 

many other great activities and 

events. None of these programs 

would exist without the support 

of parents, teachers, school ad-

ministrators, and an active PTA.   

 

Membership fees are only $10 

per personña small investment 

toward making Woodlin a great 

place for YOUR kids to learn and 

grow! Additional donations are 

gratefully accepted.  

ñMary Press,  

Membership Committee 

Boys always want to have fun!  

Being together is great!  

Whatõs a Friday night 

movie without the popcorn ? 

Girls having a good time!  



Many times during a 

school day, a student 

is faced with numer-

ous opportunities for 

success or failure. At-

tribution theory seeks 

to understand how 

these experiences 

shape an individualôs 

self-perception and his 

or her responses to subsequent 

tasks. 

   This theory is based on the 

idea that individuals must view 

success as the result of some-

thing they did, also known as 

effort.  It is the idea that we are 

in control of positive outcomes 

and that when we are success-

ful it isnôt because we were 

ñlucky.ò  

   Specific patterns of attribution 

have been identified as contrib-

uting to either high or low levels 

of motivation, persistence and 

self-esteem. Students with 

higher ratings of self-esteem 

and with higher school achieve-

ment tend to attribute success 

to internal, stable, uncontrolla-

ble factors such as ability, while 

they contribute failure to either 

internal, unstable, controllable 

factors such as effort, or exter-

nal, uncontrollable factors such 

as task difficulty (Marsh, 1986; 

Weiner, 1989).  

   Students who struggle often 

attribute their difficulties as re-

lated to a stable factor (ability) 

versus an unstable, or control-

lable factor (effort). Conversely, 

students who have a history of 

struggle and begin to experi-

ence success may attribute 

this success to factors such 

as luck, ease of task, or assis-

tance received, rather than to 

internal factors such as effort. 

   At Woodlin, we want stu-

dents to link effort and 

achievement together.  We 

often will ask students to talk 

about the strategy they chose, the 

effort they expended, and the out-

come of the task in order to posi-

tively affect both their achieve-

ment and their self-esteem. 

Ēxplain the purpose and value of 

the strategy.  

T̄each the importance of attribut-

ing outcomes to controllable 

causes such as effort and use of 

strategy.  

M̄odel successful and unsuc-

cessful applications of the strat-

egy.  

P̄rovide practice on strategy ap-

plication with opportunities for 

guided self-talk on causality and 

attribution.  

    Failure experiences can be op-

portunities for growth, but they 

can also be opportunities for low-

ered self-esteem and achieve-

ment expectancy. Providing struc-

tured attribution training can en-

able students to develop alterna-

tive, more positive models for re-

flection and decision-making.  

   We hope you will join us in our 

quest to let every student know 

that smart is something you can 

ñgetò and effort and strategy use 

lead to achievement! 

ñSarah Sirgo 

The Woodlin PTA listserv has a 
record number members this 
year!  Over 370 families have 
subscribed to receive e-mailsñ 
this is over 150 more than last 
year!  This makes the listserv  an 
excellent way to stay informed 
and communicate with other 
parents about issues relating to 
Woodlin Elementary School and 
its PTA. If you havenõt already, 
then please join the listserv today! 
   To subscribe to the listserv, send 
a message to woodlnpt-subscribe 
@yahoogroups.com . 
   Questions? Please e-mail the 
listserv moderator Deb Ferrin at 
debferrin@comcast.net 
ñDeb Ferrin, 
Listserv Coordinator 
 

Attr ibut ion Theory 

STAY CONNECTED!  
Join the Woodlin 
PTA ListServ! 
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NEXT PTA  

Meeting  

 

Date: Wednesday, 

November 5th 

Time: 6:00 Pizza 

 6:30 Meeting 

Place: Woodlin  

All Purpose Room 

Principal Sarah Sirgo 

New Night!  



Woodlin will have a bake sale on 

Election Day, November 4th, during 

the polling hours. School is closed 

that day BUT Woodlin is open and 

the school is a polling station. We 

know turnout will be high this year! 

This is a great fundraiser for the 

PTA. To make this a financial suc-

cess, we need people to volunteer 

time and to contribute baked goods 

and drinks. We do not price the 

food; people contribute what they 

think is fair. 

   So, please think about contribut-

ing one to two hours. Middle 

schoolers are also a great help.  

Please contact Alice Witt at al-

ice.witt@mac.com or 301-589-1655 

if you think you can help.  

ðAlice Witt, 

Election Bake Sale Coordinator 

 

 

The Montgomery County Council of Par-

ent-Teacher Associations (MCCPTA) Dele-

gates Assembly will vote at its October 28 

meeting on two budget documentsða 

Budget Priorities and Budget Compact. 

These documents form the basis of 

MCCPTA's advocacy on budget-related 

and other matters affecting Woodlin and all 

Montgomery County Public Schools 

(MCPS) schools generally. 

   Below are website links to three docu-

ments:  (1) a Resolution on FY2010 Priori-

ties for the  MCPS Operating Budget; (2) 

the MCCPTA Operating Budget Compact; 

and (3) a cover memo explaining each 

document and budget process issues. 

Background information on MCCPTA 

Budget Resolutions and MCPS Operating 

Budget Process:  

http://mccpta.net/opBudg_dir/Budget_ 

background.pdf 

MCCPTA FY2010 Operating Budget Com-

pact (DRAFT): 

http://mccpta.net/opBudg_dir/OpBudget

CompFY10_draft.pdf 

Election Day Bake Sale:  
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Get Ready for International Night  

Remember the good 

food and world dance 

music that Woodlin fami-

lies enjoyed during last 

yearôs International 

Night? 

   Itôs time again to cele-

brate the diversity of our 

community. International 

Night will be held Saturday, Nov. 

8, in the All Purpose room. So 

bring out your favorite family reci-

pes and collect items that repre-

sent your heritage, such as pho-

tos, clothing, pottery, books and 

artwork.  

   Forms will be sent home soon in 

your childôs backpack with details 

about the event. Please sign up  

for a family heritage display table 

and to bring a dish for our pot-

luck dinner.  

   We also need volunteers to 

help organize and run this event. 

If you are interested, please con-

tact Julie Rasicot at 301-495-

2823 or jrasicot@comcast.net. 

ðJulie Rasicot, International 

Night Coordinator 

Resolution on FY2010 Operating Budget 

Priorities:  

http://mccpta.net/opBudg_dir/
ResolutiononFY2010aOperating-
BudgetPriorities.pdf 

   In addition to focusing on the impor-

tance of portable safety/cleanliness 

(obviously relevant to Woodlin in light of 

last month's incident), the MCCPTA 

Safety Committee also is looking at in-

creasing the number of Educational Fa-

cilities Officers (EFOs) as well as cross-

ing guards. The costs of these personnel 

are covered by Montgomery County po-

lice and not MCCPTA.   

   If you have thoughts on specific needs 

with regard to EFOs or crossing guards or 

other safety-related issues, please advise 

the PTA Board Members 

(http://woodlinpta. org/about/ boardmem-

bers. html). If you have comments about 

Budget Priorities and Budget Compact 

contact Sara Hastings at swmor-

ris@yahoo.com. 

ðSara Hastings and Christina Speh, 

MCCPTA Delegates 

 

Coming Soon:  
School Surveys  
The 2008ï2009 Survey of School Environ-

ment (SSE) will be administered online to 

students, parents, and school-based staff 

between November 1, 2008, and December 

19, 2008. By administering the surveys earlier 

in the school year, results can be made avail-

able for making midyear adjustments to 

school improvement plans. Students in 

grades 3 and 5 are scheduled to complete 

the online student survey in school. All par-

ents (not just grade 3 and 5 parents) are 

asked to share feedback. Your participation is 

essential to provide complete information that 

can be used to monitor district strategic plan 

and school improvement efforts. 

   The Woodlin SIP team plans to meet at the 

end of October to identify a plan to support 

parents in completing the survey. Stay tuned 

for more information! 

ðSarah Sirgo 
 

MCCPTA Delegates Update  


