
woodlin blooms on Earth Day  

Congratulations to the 

newly elected officers of 

the Woodlin PTA for 

2009-2010: Chris 

Rutledge, President; 

Diana Arrington, Vice-

President; Evita Smedley, 

Secretary; and Michael 

Horowitz, Treasurer. 

These new officers have 

demonstrated an energy 

and enthusiasm for their 

positions that I know will 

make the next year a 

great one for the PTA. 

Thanks to the PTA nomi-

nating committee; Lisa 

Alton, Elly Sullivan, and 

Karen Sharp, for their 

tremendous efforts in 

finding and recruiting the 

new officers. Remember, 

there are still plenty of 

volunteer positions avail-

able for the 

2009-2010 

PTA. If you 

are interested 

in a position 

within the 

PTA, please 

contact one 

of the new 

officers, or a 

member of 

the nominating committee.  

   I hope most of you had a 

chance to stop by two fan-

tastic events that were 

held by the PTA since our 

last newsletter. The Scho-

lastic Book Fair was a 

marvelous family event for 

the children, and not only 

was the event wonderful, 

but we raised money for 

the PTA as well as direct 

classroom support for all 

grade level teachers to 

purchase books for 

their classes. Thanks 

to Alexis Ruffin, Evita 

Smedley, and all the 

volunteers that made 

the Book Fair such a 

wonderful event. 

   Speaking of wonder-

ful events, the Spring 

Fair was another fabu-

lous event for our chil-

dren and our school com-

munity. The weather co-

operated, and so did an 

entire army of volunteers, 

led by Shelly Duckett. 

How about all of the tal-

ented children that per-

formed during the Wood-

lin Talent and Fashion 

Show? They were fantas-

tic! I also heard that we 

have some future NBA 

stars showing  

(continued on page 2) 
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Woodlin celebrated Earth Day on 
April 23 with help from parent 
volunteers, staff, administration, 
and Gina Riza, our schoolôs natu-
ralist from the GreenKids pro-
grams. We planted approximately 
120 native shrubs by the woodlot 
from the Chesapeake Bay Trust 
Grant. Do visit as the colors burst 
forth by our lovely green woodlot. 

Way to go Woodliners! 

   An extra special thanks to Mike 
Guercin from Branches Etc., Inc. 
for generously donating wood-
chips for the past two years and 
also the flowering cherry tree for 

our silent auc-
tion. Please do 
think of their 
company lo-
cated in Ken-
sington for any 
of your tree 
removal, land-
scaping and 
gardening 
needs. They 
are certified 
Arborists and 
forestry consultants 
 www.branchestreeexperts.com 
Ph: 301 589 6181.  
   (See page 5 for additional 

photos and page 8 for thank 
yous.) 
ðHira Girglani, 
GreenKids Liaison 

SAVE THE DATE 
May 22 
DINE WITH DADS  

OR MALE  

MENTORS  See 

lunch schedule or page 3 

http://www.branchestreeexperts.com/


(continued from page 1) 
off their stuff at the first 3 on 3 basket-

ball tournament. I also want to thank 

Ms. Stephens and Ms. Beeson for 

braving the dunk tank! Some other 

highlights of the day: flower sale, five 

big moonbounces, cake walk, bake 

sale, carnival games, flea market, 

community tables, fire engines, and 

great food and treats. The children 

had a wonderful time, and I think so 

did most of us grown ups! 

   The PTA has added some wonderful 

events this year that celebrate our cul-

ture diversity; Hispanic Heritage 

Month, African American Heritage 

Month, and in May, Asian-Pacific Heri-

tage Month. Thanks to Marty Teitel-

baum and Tim Zwerdling for organiz-

ing the events this month, as well as 

all of the volunteers who have come to 

share their heritage with our children. 

   As my year winds to a close, I want 

to take this opportunity to give my 

heartfelt thanks to the PTA Board, all 

of the officers, and all of the volun-

teers, new and old, who contributed 

time, energy, ideas, and effort in mak-

ing the PTA successful this year. It 

has been a great privilege to work with 

so many people committed to enrich-

ing the lives of all of our children at 

Woodlin. On behalf of the PTA board, I 

hope that the PTA was able to posi-

tively affect all of our children in some 

way this year, and I know that the new 

officers, to whom we are passing the 

baton, will also strive to do the same.  

   Finally, I want to thank the all of the 

teachers and staff at Woodlin for car-

ing so much about the education and 

lives of our children. And, without a 

doubt, Mrs. Sirgo and Mr. Clarke, 

Woodlinôs leaders, have demonstrated 

a commitment and dedication to all of 

the children at Woodlin that I believe is 

unsurpassed in our county. Itôs not 

hard to volunteer in a PTA when you 

know how hard the school staff is 

working for the benefit of our children. 

I hope all of you consider this as you 

think about your volunteer plans for 

next year. Go Woodlin Wizards! 

 

ðLynne Yao 
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Learning For AllñWoodlinõs Goal 

Did you know that Woodlin Elementary 

School has a program called Learning 

for Independence (LFI)? This program 

provides an inclusive educational set-

ting for children with special needs.  

   Woodlin is a wonderful example of 

how an inclusive educational program 

should work. All Woodlin students 

learn to understand and accept chil-

dren of varying abilities, which has 

resulted in a reduction of stereotyping 

and unification within the school. On a 

daily basis, the LFI children learn side 

by side and play together with their 

non-disabled peers, breaking down 

barriers and reducing fears. All stu-

dents at Woodlin take care of each 

other. 

   Inclusion at Woodlin benefits dis-

abled and non-disabled students alike. 

On any given day you can walk the 

halls of Woodlin and observe LFI stu-

dents involved in group instruction 

with their non-disabled peers.  

   It has been found that working in 

groups increases the independence of 

LFI students because they are held 

accountable to complete the work that 

has been assigned to the group. Inclu-

sion at Woodlin prepares all students 

for adult life in an inclusive society. 

ðLiz Baldini 

 

The Woodlin community really came out 

for the Scholastic Book Fair last month! 

Thanks to everyone's support, each 

classroom received $35-worth of books, 

plus books were purchased on behalf of 

Woodlin's ESOL and scholarship stu-

dents. To top it all off, $2,000 was 

raised, which will go to support PTA 

activities, from assemblies to after 

school club scholarships. 

      But what made this year's book fair even more special was the evening presentation 

by Woodlin parents and sisters Julie Savage and Heidi Hemming on their newly published 

book Women Making America. 

   So thanks to all for another great Woodlin book fair and evening of good cheer! (See 

more thanks you on page 8,) 

Happy Reading! 

ðAlexis Ruffin 

Book Fair Coordinator  

 

Book Fair Bonanza  

Send in Your PTA Expenses for Reimbursement! 
We thank all the volunteers who have given their time and effort to help 

Woodlin. We want to make sure that you are reimbursed for the expenses pre-

viously approved by one of the PTA committee chairpersons. Please submit 

your receipts attached to the PTA reimbursement form (with the PTA chair-

personôs signature) as soon as possible, but not later than June 15th. You can 

send the form into school with your child addressed to ñPTA Treasurerò or 

place it in the PTA Treasurerôs box in the school mailroom. The reimburse-

ment form is on the PTA website under ñMoney Mattersò or you can e-mail 

Treasurer@woodlinpta.org to request a copy.  You can also contact your com-

mittee chairperson for a paper copy. 

ð Lois Trojan, PTA Treasurer 



Many of us have fond memories of 

school summer vacation. Long, lazy 

days filled with friends and play as 

well as memorable trips, adven-

tures, or camp experiences. There 

is value in the many opportunities 

that summer provides that support 

the development of well rounded 

students.  

Research also shows that most 

students experience a ñsummer 

slideò that requires teachers to spend valuable time 

during the next school year helping students 

ñremember" skills. A childôs ability to succeed in 

school takes a partnershipðone that begins at 

home and continues in school. Your childrenôs 

teachers would like you to know that reading, math, 

and science skills need ñexerciseò during the sum-

mer.  

Here are some ideas for you and your children to 

have a fun, stimulating summer.  

ǅRead. Let your child see you reading, and make 

sure to set aside time each day for reading. Some 

parents attach an incentive to reading time: for 

every 30 minutes children read, they get another 30 

minutes of TV time.  

ǅVisit the library often. Sign up for summer read-

ing programs. Find the childrenôs magazines and 

take some home for fun reading times.  

ǅArt Projects. Save up loose change and head to 

the craft store to find an inexpensive project to do 

together. It might involve counting and sorting, or 

mixing ingredients to make paint or clay.  

ǅWord games. Grocery stores and discount stores 

have inexpensive puzzle books with crosswords 

and word search puzzles. Sit down together and 

solve a puzzle!  

ǅPlan a vacation together. Visit the library or go 

online together to find out all you can about the 

place you plan to visit this summer. Read maps and 

guidebooks. List the places you want to see along 

the way. Plan a budget for the trip as well. A fifth- or 

sixth-grader can even help calculate gas mileage 

every time you fill the tank!  

ǅMake a scrapbook. Include photos and memen-

tos of your summer trip. Have your child write cap-

tions below each item.  

ǅWrite a family newsletter. Produce it on the 

computer.  

ǅMake cookies together. Have your child read the 

directions to you. Let your child measure the ingre-

dients. For a challenge, double the recipe and have 

him figure out the new measurements!  

ǅMake a list of regular summer jobs. Doing 

household chores provides important life skills and 

 teaches responsibility.  

ǅPlant a garden. If you donôt have much 

room, plant a few flowers in pots. Give your 

child some responsibility for these growing 

plants, like watering and weeding.  

ǅGet a pet. Save up loose change and de-

cide whether to get a hamster or goldfish. 

Have your children write up an agreement 

about taking care of the animal, cleaning its 

cage or tank, feeding, etc.  

ǅFind a summer program. Go to a class 

nearby where your child can have fun AND focus 

on skills that need reinforcing. Summer camps, 

church Bible schools, and library reading clubs will 

teach valuable skills and lessons. Sign your child 

up! 

ǅMake every day educational. Children learn 

problem-solving, math, science, and vocabulary as 

they help with groceries, laundry, and cooking.  

ǅRoadworthy car games. 

ǒCar bingo: Create a car bingo card with words, 

shapes, colors, and items that children will likely 

see during a trip (stop signs, billboards, railroad 

signs, etc.) to reinforce reading skills, math, and 

sight words.  

ǒThe number game: Look out the window and call 

out when you see one, two, three, or four of some-

thing, and so on. 

ǒThe alphabet game: One person chooses the 

right side of the road, and the other chooses the 

left. Call out objects that you see in alphabetical 

order (you can use a sign only for one letter). The 

first person to get to the letter z wins. 

ǒState Capital game: Note each license plate you 

see, not by state but by state capital. The first to 

identify  10 state capitals correctly wins. 

ǒCow game: One person takes the right side of the 

road, the other takes the left. Keep count of all the 

cows you see. You earn one point for each cow. 

When you see a cemetery out of your side of the 

car, you lose all your points.  

ǒAnimals galore: Decide on a number of points for 

each animal that you see (cow = 1 point, horse = 1 

point, pig = 2 points, etc.). As you drive, add up the 

points. Play until one person gets 10 points, or for a 

set time. 

ǒMath with license plates: Use the numbers on 

license plates to practice addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and number patterns and see just 

how creative kids can get! 

We hope you have a summer full of exploration and 

learning! 

Ideas selected from the following: 

www.scholastic.com ǅww.partnershipforlearning.org 

ðSarah Sirgo 

Making Summer Learning Fun  

LUNCH WITH 

DAD  
Please join us for our spring 

Dine with Dads (and Other 

Male Mentors) Day during 

your student's lunch/recess 

time . 

Friday, May 22, 2009  

Lunch and Recess Schedule  
 

K 11:20 -12:20     3rd 12:10 -1:10 

1st 11:25 -12:25   4th 12:40 -1:40 

2nd 11:50 -12:50  5th 12:20 -1:20 

   Please check backpacks for 

additional information.  

ñMindy Rosenberg,  
Counselor  
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PRINCIPALõS CORNER 

NEXT PTA  

Meeting  

 

Date: Tuesday, 

June 2 

Time: 6:00 Pizza 

 6:30 Meeting 

Place: Woodlin  

All Purpose Room 

Principal Sarah Sirgo 

FINAL  

MEETING
 

 



  

   Mr. Davis loved working in the 

print shop at school; unfortunately, 

their hand-me-down tools were used 

and run down by the neighboring 

white schools. Mr. Davis never let 

anything distract his determination. 

He wanted to work eventually in a 

print shop and be a typographer. 

   Even though he had high aspira-

tions going into high school, he says 

he was never ñcoachedò about col-

lege and he didnôt expect to go be-

cause he couldnôt afford it. Mr. Davis 

finished high school in 1948.  

   He joined the Army on a whim which 

had only been desegregated for two 

years. The GI Bill had just been imple-

mented when he left the Army, and he 

was ready for college. With a new 

bride who supported his efforts, Mr. 

Davis worked days and went to night 

school. He received an Accounting 

degree from American University after 

eight years of hard work and only one 

day missed. It was truly a celebration 

for his mother, a cook, and his father, 

a maintenance manager.  With the 

help of his job paying half his tuition, 

Mr. Davis went on to receive a gradu-

ate degree from George Washington 

University. 

   He retired in 1999 after fifty-three 

years working with the government. 

He still wears a suit and tie everyday 

because he says, ñYou never know 

what might come up!ò  Mr. Davisôs ad-

vice to young people: ñWork hard, 

keep your eye on the prize!ò   

   Thanks Mr. Davis for sharing your 

story and for being an Important part 

of the Study Circle discussion! 

ðBertie LoPiccolo 

For Study Circles 
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Study Circle: Profile of an Extraordinary Volunteer  
Study Circle participants met on 

Thursday May 14 from 6:30-7:30. 

The group reviewed the progress 

of the recommended action steps. 

 

Evita Smedley is working hard to 

set up short presentations on 

Woodlinôs participation in Study 

Circle regarding our successes and 

future outcomes. If you know a 

civic organization or any other 

party interested in listening to ei-

ther the video or a presentation 

please contact Evita Smedley at: 

esmedley@gmail.com 

  

A Study Circle Discussion  

 

Study Circle was created to take a 

hard look at the racial or ethnic bar-

riers that are keeping children from 

reaching their potential here at 

Woodlin Elementary School. It was 

fitting that the participants of the 

Study Circle discussed their own 

educational experiences. We all 

came from different backgrounds 

and grew up in different parts of the 

country and world. Some of us 

grew up in wealthy families and 

others in relative poverty; some on 

farms and mountains and others in 

the inter cities. We had a wonderful 

and open discussion about how our 

education was effected by our cul-

ture. Some of us were expected to 

go on to college without a question. 

And some of us were expected to 

get a job and work hard. We all had 

a story to tell, and here is one of 

those stories. 

 

Mr. Nelson Davis is an eighty-one-

year-old grandfather to Alexandra, 

a fourth grader at Woodlin. Mr. 

Davis was born and raised in 

Washington, DC and never plans 

to leave. He has been volunteering 

at Woodlin now for a couple of 

years, and says, ñItôs something 

that needs to be done.ò He is ex-

tremely involved in the church and 

helps out wherever he is needed. 

   Mr. Davis grew up during a time 

when restaurants, movie theatres, 

and pubic transportation were seg-

regated. He remembers at an early 

age going into the ñwrongò rest-

room, unfortunately, the only rest-

room. When confronted, his father 

explained it away as his sonôs in-

ability to read. According to Mr. 

Davis, there was an ñunderstandingò 

and thatôs how life was.  

   Mr. Davis started the first grade 

in 1934 at a segregated school. He 

was a good student. By the time 

he reached junior high there was a 

problem of overcrowding. The 

school system refused to build an-

other school. The black students 

were sent to school in two shifts. 

Mr. Davis went to school during 

the first shift; he usually stayed all 

day waiting for a ride. He spent 

this time studying. The half day 

schedule did not affect the student 

bodiesô ability to finish junior high. 

Mr. Davis recalls his teachers be-

ing very determined that they 

would get all their lessons inðand 

they did! Mr. Davis achieved good 

grades and was placed on the 

honor roll. He was also well liked 

by his teachers and was rewarded 

for his hard work. This was a 

proud time for him. 

Wash clothes in cold water. You will save money and help 

the environment. Washing in cold water helps to reduce car-

bon dioxide in the air and saves money on your water bill. 



Prepare to be impressed when Woodlin third, fourth and fifth graders compete in 

the 8th Annual Geography Bee! The teams for 2008 are listed below. 

Special recognition goes to Mrs. Grant's fourth grade class for having the highest 

percentage of students completing their study packets. With 92%, they did a fan-

tastic job, and were rewarded with a pizza party last month. 

   Bees will be held from 2:00-3:00 on the following dates;  

Third gradeðTuesday, May 19 

Fourth gradeðWednesday, May 20 

Fifth gradeðWednesday, May 20  

   Please come join us and let us know if you would like to be a part of this exciting 

day.  Parent volunteers will act as scorekeepers timekeepers and MC. Contacts: 

Alice Witt at alice.witt@mac.com or Lisa Walker at eswalk@hotmail.com 

ðAlice Witt, Lisa Walker,  

Geography Bee Coordinators 

 

 

Geography Bee Teams Ready for the spotlight!  Earth Day 

Pictorial  
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Ms. Carter  
Benjamin Abramson 

Elaine Adams 

Perry Beamer 

Cameron Trail 

Alternates:  

Laila Haddad 

John Speizio 

Mrs. Sage  
Victor Chupka 

Catherine Horowitz 

Max Niles 

Max Webster 

Alternates: 

Ellis Maclean 

Cullen Yankey 

Ms. Beeson  
Benjamin Auerbach 

Jackson Byrne 

Mikaela Greenwald 

Monica Hernandez 

Alternates:  

Sam Cohen 

Muna Khedir 

Mrs. Grant  
Bezawit Delelegn 

Eliberto Rivera 

Phallon Thompson 

Grace Williams 

Alternates: 

Lucy Pasenelli 

Auster Pittman 

Ms. Jones  
Mehar Cheema 

Schuyler Cross 

Eric Sodero 

Brendan Witt 

Alternates: 

Nathaniel Hudson 

Alexandra Seeman 

Mrs. Wallace  
Raie Debalkew 

Sophie Futrovsky 

Gus Gonzalez 

Camille Torfs-Leibman 

Alternates: 

Peter Melinchok 

Phillipos Sourvinos 

Ms. Barrish  
Marcus Hibbeln 

Dion Penaflor 

Bobby Radecki 

Kyle Shaffer 

Alternates: 

Zachary Itteilag 

Tolu Olobayo 

Mr. Sage  
Hannah Bisk 

Helen Edge 

Evan Maclay 

Alexandra Melinchok 

Alternates: 

Max Dunn 

Marta Lasota 

Mrs. Bradshaw  
Nathaniel Alton 

Camryn Cross 

Joseph Curtain 

Sushanth Gupta 

Alternates:  

Elvis Campos 

Jesus Zelaya 

Third Grade  

Fourth Grade  

Fifth Grade  

THANK YOU GROCERY SHOPPERS!  
We had a great year for our retail programs.  Through Giant Food, just 69 registered families brought in $1000 for Woodlin.  Those shopping at 

Safeway will raise nearly $400 for the school.  THANK YOU to the Woodlin parents, teachers, and staff who registered their Giant ñBonus Bucksò 

and Safeway ñClub Cardsò in the fall in support of Woodlin.  Thank you also to Giant Food and Safeway! 

   This is an easy way to help our school and the funds are used to support PTA programs. Remember, this is a community service program 

through these retailers and there is NO CHARGE to you! Donôt forget to re-register your cards in September. 

Thank you for your support! 

ðHeather Lair, Retail Programs 


